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I 
didn’t fi nd it easy to write 
about the International 
Tour Danube (TID – 
Kanu – Tour International 
Danubien), since in 
Romania it has only 
been heard about it in 

the canoeing community. The 
event takes place since 1955 
yearly, and since the last year’s 
edition, Romania is part of it, but 
the only source of information I 
could fi nd was the Barcaholic.
ro forum. That’s how I met Costin 
Iatan, who was among the fi rst 
Romanians to have participated 
at the TID. He is currently making 
the legal steps for founding the 
Romanian TID Sports Association 
that will be in charge of organizing 
the event at a national level.
“In 2007 when we fi rst took part 
at the TID, we’ve only been three 
Romanians. Myself, my wife, 
Dana and my son, Andrei, who 
was just seven years old at the 
time, all of us in a sit-on-top three 
person kayak. We participated 
on a track of only 55 km, from 
Oltenita to Silistra. We have been 

very kindly welcomed. They 
were expecting us for a long time. 
Next year, in 2008, the number of 
Romanian attendants rose to 22, 
due to an intense promotion on 
the barcaholic.ro forum. I hope 
that in 2010 there will be at least 
50 Romanian participants” says 
Iatan.
The Tour is being held yearly, 
since 1955. The total track length 
is 2.516 km or 1.564 miles. The 
Tour starts in Ingolstadt, Germany 
and since 2009, it ends at Sfantu 
Gheorghe, in the Danube Delta. 
The whole tour crosses Austria, 
Slovakia, Hungary, Serbia, 
Bulgaria and Romania.
“The main objectives of the tour 
are interaction between persons 
of different nationalities, the 
acceptance of different lifestyles, 
of their culture and customs, 
regardless of political and 
religious beliefs or their ethnical 
origins. The relationship between 
the TID participants and the 
people they meet along the way 
maintain the peace and friendship 
between the dwellers of these 

shores”, is the international 
message of the TID’s organizers.
It is important to mention that 
the TID organizers of every 
country conduct these efforts as 
volunteers, without expecting any 
profi t.
At a local level, even though TID 
is the result of some non-profi t 
organizations’ work, the event 
could represent an opportunity 
for each country it crosses. “Most 
of the time the authorities are 
arranging the camping sites in a 
rather precarious manner most 
of the times, with improvised 
showers and eco-toilets. The 
event also involves the local 
entrepreneurs, which come and 
sell their food products [steaks 
and the huge pieces of grilled 
minced meet, for example, in 
Bulgaria], but also bottled water, 
still or mineral, sodas, and lots of 
beers”, explains the TID Romania 
initiator.
“Last year we contacted the 
“Save the Delta” organization 
for support”, Iatan adds. They 
provided us with 24 t-shirts with 
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ended at Silistra, 
in Bulgaria, 
because 
Romanian was 
not interested 
in any way. The 
Danube does not 
end at Silistra, 
but at The Black 
Sea
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the organization’s logo printed 
on the back, for all the Romanian 
participants.
As for the involvement of the 
authorities in Romania, this is 
almost non-existent. “Last year, we 
have contacted by phone and/or 
e-mail all the city halls on the Tour 
track, without any results. The only 
exceptions were the authorities 
from Dunareni, Constanţa county 
and Stancuta, Brăila county, 
through mayor Nicu Turcu, who 
organized a rather simple welcome, 
making a good impression on 
the participants, especially on the 
foreign ones” tells us Costin Iatan. 

At the same time, in Bulgaria, for 
example, there are two public 
institutions which are involved in 
this project, competing between 
each other in organizing the event: 
The Ministry of Tourism and The 
Ministry of Sports, he also adds.
On the other hand, at an 
international level, the event is 
heavily publicized. “The participants 
attending the TID along time, came 
even from Australia, Japan, Chile or 
North America” tell us the offi cials of 
the tour.
Nevertheless, the TID is not for 
everyone. Although the nationality, 
job or fi nancial level of the 
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participants has no relevance, 
they have to meet some certain 
conditions in terms of personal 
physical and psychical limits.
“No matter the weather, a daily 
40 to 65 km (25-41 miles) 
distance is traveled through. Also, 
participants need to be ready to 
spend on the boat six - seven 
days in a row, 5 -7 hours a day” 
the organizers say. In the limits of 
an approachable budget, it is very 
important that the equipment - the 
boat, the sleeping bags, the tent, 
and the clothing to be of a very 
good quality.

The camping sites along the tour, 
marked with fl ags, are chosen 
depending on the access to 
stores and hygiene facilities. But 
not all of them are equally as well 
equipped, so participants need to 
be ready to cook their own meal, 
for example. 
“There are no strict in and 
out rules of the tour. You can 
participate all along the tour, 
for a week, a month, or all the 
tour from the beginning to the 
end. The only condition is that 
participants need to sign in ahead 
of time, mentioning the places 

where they enter and leave the 
race” Costin Iatan adds.
This year, the tour is going to 
take place between the 26th of 
June and the 8th of September, 
registration starting at the end of 
April (sign-in information also at 
www.tour-intrnational-danubien.
org ).
“My dream is to outnumber the 
German participants” says the 
TID Romania offi cial. The number 
of boats which participated last 
year on the territory of Romania 
was 45 (only kayaks) from outside 
the country (most of them from 

Country Fee 
(Euros)

Fee for the outer 
trans-Danube countries 

(Euro)
Germany (8 days) 75 100
Austria (8 days) 15 15
Slovakia (4 days) 20 40
Hungary (10 days) 50 55
Serbia (17 days) 50 70
Bulgaria (15 days) 35 55
Romania (11 days) 25 35

Participation fees

Country Period Distance

Germany

(12th-25th of June, 
separate program at the 
Danube springs) 26th of  

June-3rd of July

242 km

Austria 4th-13th of July 331,5 km
Slovakia 14th-17th of July 113 km
Hungary 18th-27th of July 327 km

Serbia 28th of July-14th of 
August 570 km

Bulgaria 14th- 29th August 509 km

Romania 29th of August-11th of 
September

424 or 391 km, 
taking shortcuts

Program

participants under the age of 16 can only participate 
accompanied by an adult and they benefi t of a 50% discount

TID 2010

Germany and only 2-3 from 
Bulgaria or Serbia) and the 
Romanian participants number 
was 22, although this number 
varied along road, some leaving 
the tour after the fi rst two days, 
and others entering later.
The performance at this tour 
mostly belongs to the foreign 
participants, and especially the 
German ones, says Iatan. They 
manage to cross the entire 2.516 
km distance in about ten weeks, 
no matter the weather. “This is 
something to respect”. 
TID is for anyone who loves 

nature and water. It does not 
require sailing knowledge. All 
you need is goodwill and training. 
Costin Iatan recommends the 
straight kayak as the best craft 
for this tour. “It is fast, it weighs 
little, and it’s easy to handle on 
water and land”, he explains. At 
the TID there are no motorboats 
accepted.

manage to cross the entire 2.516 
km distance in about ten weeks, 
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